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What is GOFC-GOLD

• A coordinated international effort to ensure a systematic and 
continuous program of space-based and on-the-ground 
observations of forest and land cover

• A network of participants implementing coordinated research, 
demonstration and operational projects

• A vision to share data, information and knowledge to inform 
decision making  and address user needs



Organizational Structure
• Executive committee

– Tony Janetos, Chair

• Two implementation teams 
– Land Cover Characteristics and Change (M. Herold and C. Woodcock)

– Fire Monitoring and Mapping (J. Goldhammer and C. Justice)

• Working groups
– Biomass Monitoring

– Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD)

– Other

• Regional networks
– Coordinators: Olga Krankina and Anja Hoffman (fire)
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Regional Networks 
a critical component of GOFC-GOLD 

connecting ExCom, Implementation Teams, and Working 

Groups with data users in the regions 



GOFC-GOLD Regional Networks are…

• Self-organizing, self-directed and self-supported 
networks of 
– Practitioners, Scientists and Organizations (Government and 

NGOs)
• Within the region and with interest in the region

– Countries

• Varied structures, geographic and thematic scope

• GOFC-GOLD provides 
– Initial support through START (NASA)

• ESA, FAO, CFS

– Coordinators
• Olga Krankina / Land Cover

• Anja Hoffmann / Fire



Regional Networks
at Inter-network workshop in Wageningen, April 18, 2013

1. NERIN – Northern Eurasia – Olga Krankina

2. RedLatiF – Latin America - Alberto Setzer / Gerardo López Saldaña

3. SAFNET – Southern Africa – Philip Frost  /Navashni Govender

4. Miombo - Southern Africa – Natasha Ribeiro

5. WARN – West Africa – Vincent von Vordzogbe

6. OSFAC - Central Africa – Landing Mane 

7. SEARRIN - South East Asia – Thatheva Saphangthong

8. CARIN – Central Asia - Nadija Muratova / Alim Pulatov

9. SCERIN – South-Central Europe - Jana Albrechtova

10. BARIN – Baltic-Arctic – Gregg Taff

11. SARIN – South Asia – Krishna Vadrevu
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NERIN Workshops 

• Boreal Forest Workshop -Novosibirsk, Russia, August 2000

• Regional workshop for Western Russia-Fennoscandia -- St. Petersburg, Russia, 
June 2001

• Northern Eurasia Earth Science Partnership Initiative (NEESPI) workshops --
Suzdal’, April 2003; Yalta, September 2003 

• “Observational Data in Support of NEESPI”, St. Petersburg, Feb. 23-26, 2004

• “Observations of land cover and needs of research projects in Northern 
Eurasia”, June 18-19, 2005, St. Petersburg, Russia

• “NELDA project” July 8, 2006, Tomsk, Russia

• “Detection and Validation of Land-cover Change”,  December 15-16, 2006, 
Moscow, Russia

• “Requirements for Observations of Landcover Dynamics in Dryland Regions of 
Northern Eurasia”, September 20, 2007, Urumqi, China

• “Land Cover Mapping at High Latitudes”, July 9-11, 2008, Syktyvkar, Russia
• “Monitoring land cover, land use and fire in agricultural and semi-arid regions of Northern 

Eurasia”, September 15-21, 2009, Almaty, Kazakhstan

– CARIN – Central Asia Regional Information Network 

• Formulation Workshop - April 17, 2012, Sofia, Bulgaria

• Volga Workshop, June 17 – 22, 2012, Yoshkar-Ola
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MODIS 1-km true color composite: August 20-28 2004. 
Shaded relief adjustment using SRTM GTOPO30 elevation data.  
Produced by Mutlu Ozdogan, NASA GSFC

CauRIN

BARIN

CARIN

VolRIN



Network Activities

• Regional Workshops are the main activity

• GOFC-GOLD Regional Network Data Initiative 
– Landsat Data Archive at USGS is free!

– Access is difficult in regions with inadequate internet

– Disseminate Landsat data 

– Provide training in use of remotely sensed data

– 3 Data Initiative workshops in USA (19 trainees total)
• Data Initiative #4 – planned for 2014

• Network Projects



(Northern Eurasia Landcover Dynamics Analysis)
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http://www.fsl.orst.edu/nelda/index.html

http://www.fsl.orst.edu/nelda/index.html
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Sulla-Menashe, D., Kennedy, R.E., Yang, Z., Braaten, J., Krankina, O.N., & Friedl, 

M.A. 2014. Detecting forest disturbance in the Pacific Northwest from MODIS time 

series using temporal segmentation. Remote Sensing of Environment (in press). 

Available online 7 November 2013, ISSN 0034-4257, 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.rse.2013.07.042

Figure 1.  Example of segmentation results from LandTrendr.  In a sequence of some spectral index for a single Landsat pixel 

through time, a disturbance segment (highlighted in red) can be summarized by its timing, severity, and duration. 

 

 



D. Pflugmacher, D. Sulla-Menashe, O. Krankina. “ASSESSMENT OF THE MODTRENDR ALGORITHM 
FOR MAPPING FOREST DISTURBANCES IN NORTHERN EURASIA” NELDA-II REPORT (UNPUBLISHED)
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Planning the future of networks

• All-Networks meeting (April 18, 2013)
– Future network activities and support

– Improving quality and effectiveness of training 

– Coordination with ITs and working groups

• New GOFC-GOLD proposal to NASA
– To be prepared by START by fall of 2014

• Regional Network Projects
– Science, applications, training, etc.

• Regional networks need committed individuals and 
institutions who can lead activities of a network
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http://www.fao.org/gtos/gofc-gold/index.html

Contact: Olga.Krankina@oregonstate.edu


